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Education

Bachelor of Arts, University of Tulsa, 1970.
Master of Arts: Thesis, "Broadband Cable as a Community Information System," University of
Cincinnati, 1977.

Teaching and Research Experience

2005, awarded research fellowship from the Benton Foundation, conduct a national
research scan of existing and emerging community media practices; focusing on community media
as a cross-platform set of media practice, look at trends, technology and policy recommendations.

2002 to Present, Full-Time Faculty, Community Media and Technology Program, College
of Public and Community Service, UMass Boston, Director, Community Media and Technology
Program and Taylor Center for Media Arts and Technology, College of Public and Community
Service.

2003-2004, Wampanoag Tribal Communications Consulting and Education Program,
working collaboratively with other UMass faculty from the College of Public and Community Service,
helped plan and equip a tribal communications and education center and carried out workshop
programs to kick start use, funded by the Kellogg Foundation.

2001-2003, Conducted a participatory, community-wide research and education initiative focused
on creating a community-based digital media center in Asheville, and Western North Carolina;
report, "A Proposal for a Community-Based Media Development Center in Western North
Carolina.”

2002, Faculty, Portland State University, Portland, Oregon, Summer Graduate Seminar,
“Digital Literacy: Re-Thinking Education and Training in a Digital World.”

1999 to 2001, Project Director, Digital Directions: Conversion Planning for the Media
Arts, a national planning project of the National Alliance of Media Arts and Culture addressing
the impact of digitization on media arts centers and community organizations, funded by the Ford
Foundation.

1997-2001, Telecommunications Planning and Research, Senior Research Associate, the
Buske Group Inc., community-based research and workshops designed to assess community
telecommunications development needs, projects included San Jose and Palo Alto, California.

1998, Community Networking, [CAN] Community Access Network of Grand Rapids,
evaluation research for a three-year project regarding the use of community networks and World
Wide Web by non-profits and schools, Funded by US DOE.

1997, Community Fellow, Institute for Metropolitan Studies, Portland State University,
research in the impact of media culture and telecommunications on the urban form.

1997, Mt. Hood Community College, visiting lecturer, Community Media Theory and Practice,
Developing Community-Based Media Organizations.
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1994-May 1997, Tualatin Valley Community Access, Director of Education and
Operations: responsibilities were focused on start-up development of community-based media
production and education, synthesizing production and analysis of media, and curriculum for
production. The work at TVCA was focused on expanding the educational role of the center to
address the need for media literacy understanding in the family, non-profit organizations and
educational institutions. Educational responsibilities included design of curriculum for video and
audio communication and analysis; this extends to computer-assisted communication on the
Internet, and working with teachers to apply media literacy across the curriculum.

199193, Antioch College, Ohio, visiting Lecturer. Courses: Documentary Theory and History,
Urban and International Communications, and Media and Social Change.

1990, Fulbright Fellowship for Television and Film Arts; worked on attachment to the BBC
Community Programme Unit, London; produced and directed documentaries for BBC2, OPEN
SPACE; researched British alternative television structures, conducted educational workshops on
cable television policy and community applications, in Sheffield, Leeds and Nottingham, England.

Selected Documentary and Digital Media Productions

Faculty and Producer, Tactical Media Clinic, a collaborative experiment in project-based learning
undertaken by students from The Community Media and Technology Program at UMass Boston's
College of Public and Community Service, and a regional network of Boston Indymedia, and area
cable access community media centers, with Media Working Group Inc. during the Democratic
National Convention and the Boston Social Forum. The clinic produced four 20minute digital mini-
docs on the DNC and BSF, distributed nationally on Free Speech Television and regionally through
cable access, 2004.

Executive Producer, “"The Gender Chip Project,” a cross-platform digital multi-media project
based on a documentary exploring the struggles of young women entering the science, math and
engineering fields, directed by Helen De Michiel and funded by the Wexner Center for the Arts,
Ohio Arts Council and the National Science Foundation. To be distributed by Women Make Movies,
1999 to Present.

Co-Producer and Co-Director, "Coal Black Voices," a documentary on the poetry and work of
the Affrilachian Poets, a movement of African-American writers and artists; commissioned by
Kentucky Educational Television, broadcast regionally on Public Television, Fall 2001.

Producer and Director, “Cratis Williams: Living The Divided Life,” a documentary on the life of
an Appalachian scholar, folklorist, cultural historian, and balladeer, funded by the Kentucky Arts
Council, Ohio Arts Council, Kentucky Educational Television, and the Kentucky Humanities
Council, to be broadcast, KET, regional Public Television, 2002.

Producer and Director, "Quality Jobs for Quality Communities." A twelve-minute documentary
trigger tape, produced for the Quality Jobs Advisory Committee, University of Iowa Rural Sociology
Extension and the Northwest Area Foundation, Spring 1998.

Coproducer and Co-director, “Sipiwi,” Work-in-progress, an experimental docu-poem exploring
the social geography, prehistory, and future of the Ohio River Basin, commissioned by Kentucky
Educational Television.

Executive Co-producer, “Three Valleys Town Halls and Community Conversations,
programs produced as part of the Three Valleys Project, a project funded by the Rockefeller
Foundation that builds communication and cooperation among ethnic minorities and members of
dominant groups. The programs featured simulcasts of multi-lingual cable channel transmissions
in Spanish and English; co-produced by The Three Valleys Project and Tualatin Valley Community
Access, 1997.
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Producer, “"Cable Franchise Town Halls,” two town hall forums designed to foster citizen
participation in the cable regulatory process for the impending cable re-franchising process; co-
produced by the Metropolitan Area Communication Commission and Tualatin Valley Community
Access, 1996.

Producer, "Oregon Telecommunication Forum Teleconference,” an interactive, satellite
conference designed to present community media options and foster diverse participation in
Oregon telecommunications planning, 1996.

Co-Producer and Director video production for "Sharing Waters,” a video song and performance
by Shari Lauter, co-sponsored by the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History and Media Working
Group, 1995.

Producer and Director, "Metro 2040: Envisioning Our Region’s, Future,” a live call-in show
featuring a panel of planners and opinion leaders grappling with the regional planning work of the
Portland, Oregon metro-region, sponsored by METRO Regional Government and Tualatin Valley
Community Television, 1994.

Producer and Director, "Hybrid City,” a documentary for the British Broadcasting Corporation
portraying the social issues arising from the control and creation of urban space; transmitted on
BBC 2, UK, 1992, and on the BBC World Service, 1993.

Producer and Director, “Future On The Line,” a documentary for the British Broadcasting
Corporation, transmitted on BBC 2. Depicts the critical changes in UK telecommunications policy
and community use of data communications, 1990.

Associate Producer and Co-Director, “"Death On Delivery,” a documentary for the British
Broadcasting Corporation transmitted on BBC 2, articulating the perils of government-sponsored
arms trading in an era of deflating defense budgets, 1990.

Co-Producer and Co-Director, "From The Shadows Of Power,” documentary work depicting the
struggles of women in the coal fields of Appalachia, Wales, and England, Co-produced and
directed by Jean Donohue, funded by the Kentucky Foundation on Women, Kentucky Educational
Television, Ohio Arts Council, transmitted on Kentucky Educational TV 1990. Selected for the
Independent Focus Series, WNET, New York. 1991 screened at the Flaherty Documentary
Seminar, 1993.

Producer and Director. “Information Garden Manifesto,” an experimental video exploring the
ideology of the information age. This work was selected for the Ohio Media Arts touring video art
program, curated by John Hanhardt then at the Whithey Museum, funded by the Ohio Arts
Council, 1988.

Camera and PostProduction, United Church of Christ Office of Communication, “Choice and
Change,” a monthly magazine program, 198687, New York, freelance.

Producer and Director, “"After The Act,” a documentary examining the implications of the
passage of the Cable Communications Act of 1984, national satellite distribution, The Learning
Channel, 1985.

Producer and Writer, “Another Year, Another Number,” a documentary on the hopes for
democratic national policy in Cable TV, 1984.

Producer and Director, Interactive Video Disk, joint project of the University of Cincinnati Law
School faculty and Computer Assisted Learning Center, 1983.

Producer and Director, “"Symbol Mongers Transduce the Solid State,” an expressionist’s
exploration of the new telecommunications era, 1979.
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Selected Workshops, Lectures, and Curriculum Development

1987 to Present, Workshop Coordinator and Designer, Media Working Group Inc.

Media Working Group is a non-profit media production, education and research organization. Our
work includes planning, designing and research, media art, educational workshops and institutes,
educational media and curricula; primary areas of concern are media literacy, media arts
education, media theory, telecommunications development and community planning.

2005 in-progress, Curriculum Development for The Gender Chip Project, a cross-platform
digital documentary with online classroom curricula, website, and public engagement campaign for
teachers, guidance counselors, and professional development people who serve girls.

2004, Emergence, Convergence and Empowerment, designed and conducted a coordinated
series of workshops to create a dialogue between emerging media practices, the Community
Technology Center Networks conference in Seattle, Washington and the Alliance for Community
Media convention in Tampa, Florida.

2003, Coal Black Voices Web Based Classroom Curriculum designed for the study of African
American literature for high school Language Arts and Social Studies.

2002, presenter, “Cultural Policy”, National Alliance for Media Arts and Culture, National
Conference, Seattle, Washington.

2001, “Cable and Broadband Policy for Communities”, Workshop Presenter,
Community Technology Center Network, National Conference, San Diego, CA.

2001, "Digital Literacy,” Workshop Designer-Presenter, Southern Arts Federation’s Multi-
State, “Southern Arts Exchange, workshop focused on Internet and information technology literacy
and the impact of digital information on organization development culture.

2000, “Artist's Introduction to the Internet,” Co-Presenter, Ohio Art Council State-Wide
Conference, day-long workshop designed to provide artists with the strategic understandings
needed to integrate the Internet into their practice at the art making and marketing level.

2000, “"So You Want a Web Site,” Kentucky Arts Council’s State-Wide Arts Conference, “Building
Communities Through the Arts.”

1997 to 2000, Curriculum Development and Coordinator, Open Studio: The Arts On-Line
Project, a Media Working Group Inc. project funded by the National Endowment for the Arts and
the Benton Foundation, the Open Studio program is designed to mentor and assist artists and arts
organizations in their efforts to understand and utilize the Internet. The project trains and educates
artists and organizations in computer and net literacy, World Wide Web site development,
multimedia, connectivity assistance, and strategic uses of the Internet. Media Working Group was
one of seven national sites selected.

June 1997 and 1998, Curriculum Coordinator, Media Literacy Institute, a five-day media
literacy institute for teachers, presented by the Fitton Center for Creative Arts and Media Working
Group Inc., Hamilton, Ohio.

1996, "The Incredible Internet for Non-Profits,” designed and implemented full day workshop
for non-profits focused on use of the Internet; the workshop included strategic planning for
telecommunications, policy and hands-on World Wide Web explorations, presented by the Direction
Center, [Grand Rapids, Michigan].

August 1996, presenter and curriculum designer, “"Media Literacy for Organizers and
Community Activists,” a one-day workshop presented to the Western States Center’s Community
Strategic Training Initiative, a week-long institute for organizers and activists.
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July 1996, Faculty and Curriculum Designer, “"VAC to the Future,” a three day media literacy
seminar for teachers at Central Washington State University; focus was on media literacy and the

use of the Washington State Arts Council’s Video Art Collection, a collection of contemporary video
art assembled for teachers in the State of Washington by the Washington State Arts Council.

May 1996, Program Advisor and Presenter, "Youth at the Crossroads, " a national
conference on media literacy and the Information Highway, sponsored by the Show Coalition, U.S.
Dept. Housing and Urban Development, U.S. Conference of Mayors.

1996, Presenter and curriculum designer, pre-conference workshops, “Making the
Transition to Community Communications Centers.” Workshops for cable access centers,
Alliance for Community Media pre-conference sessions to the National Convention.

1994, Presenter, “"Media Arts and Media Literacy,” University of Hawaii Media Literacy
Institute.

1994 and 1995, Presenter and Curriculum Designer, “"Media Literacy and Community
Communications,” workshops for community communications centers, Alliance for Community
Media pre-conference sessions to the National Convention.

1992, CoDesigner and Presenter, “Critical Theory and Media Symposium, presented by
Media Working Group; a symposium on critical media theory for academic theorists, media artists,
educators, and activists, [Cincinnati, Ohio].

1991, “Artist-in-Residence,” A one-year residency sited with the Cincinnati Labor Council,
funded by the Ohio Arts Council and AFL-CIO.

1989 and 1991, “Community Artist-in-Residence,” sited with the Covington Community
Center, two years, Kentucky Arts Council, [Northern Kentucky].

1990, Panelist, "Media Arts and Cable Access,” Media Alliance Annual Conference.

1989, Conducted and Designed, “Media Arts Advocacy” workshop, Media Alliance Annual
Conference, [New York City].

1988, Conference speaker, Grand Rapids Community Television Inc., "The Independent
Producer and Cable Access,” a workshop for community and producers.

1988, Keynote Speaker, for Austin Community Television and the Austin Cable
Communication Board, “The First Amendment and Cable Television,” a conference
sponsored by the Texas Humanities Council.

Spring 1983, University of Cincinnati Graduate School of Planning and Design, taught a
fiveweek practicum in video and cable utilization for city planners.

1983, Conducted Cable and Neighborhoods workshop, “Local Access: New Spaces n the
Urban Information Environment,” for the 8th Annual National Conference on Neighborhood
Concerns, Neighborhoods USA, [Cincinnati, Ohio].

1977 to 1981, Conducted and planned a series of workshops and conferences on local
cable access and utilization while affiliated with Cable 10 in Frankfort, Kentucky. The workshops
were designed to reach a wide range of community groups and institutions from local governments
and schools to public access organizations and community organizing groups throughout the state
of Kentucky.

1981, Planned and Coordinated a national workshop, “Cable Television Franchising and
Utilization for Educators,” Association of Educational Communication and Technology (AECT).
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Publications
Journal of Community Infomatics, Editorial Board, http://ci-journal.net/index.php, 2005.

“Emergence, Convergence, Empowerment,” for Community Media Review [CMR],Social
Applications Issue, forthcoming, Spring 2004.

“A Proposal for a Community-Based Media Development Center in Western North
Carolina”, a report on creating a community-based digital media center in Asheville, and Western
North Carolina, 2003.

“Digital Directions: Conversion Planning for the Media Arts,” editor and author of
introductory summary chapter, addressing the impact of digitization on media arts centers and
community organizations, National Alliance of Media Arts and Culture, funded by the Ford
Foundation, 2001.

“Community Lite: Thoughts on Surviving While Failing Miserably,” for Community Media
Review, Future of Access Issue, Spring 2000.

"All Things Must Change So That Nothing Changes: The Media Arts and Communications

Restructuring,” for Main, quarterly magazine published by NAMAC, the National Alliance for Media
Arts and Culture, 1999.

"CyberPlaces,”a web publication focusing on creating local telecommunications space,
editor, and contributing author, Media Working Group, 1999.

Guest Editor, “Creating Communications Green Spaces: Cable Refranchising for a New

Millennium,” Community Media Review [CMR], 1999.

"Notes On Creating Public Space,” written for Community Media Review [CMR], Issue on cable
policy and franchising, Creating Communications Green Spaces, Guest Editor, Fred Johnson, 1999.

"Cyberpunks Come To The White House," chapter in, Fractal Dreams: New Media in Their
Social Context,” edited by Jon Dovey, Lawrence & Wishart LTD London, 1996.

"The Real Work is Media Education," Community Media Review, Media Education Issue, Spring,
1994,

"Democracy in the Information Age," Community Media Review [CMR], Spring, 1993.

“A Gathering Consensus: The National Coalition of Independent Producers,” Community
Media Review [CMR], Community and Collaborations issue, Winter, 1993.

"Act Globally and Think Locally: Cultural Industries in the Information Age,” ACE
Magazine, Lexington, Kentucky, May 1993.

“Dark and Bloody Ground Indeed: Recycling The Kentucky Cycle," Ace Magazine, Lexington,
Kentucky, June 1992.

“"Vox Pop: The BBC's Community Programme Unit," The Independent, 1991.

“The BBC’'s Community Access Unit: Access to Broadcasting,” Community Media Review
[CMR], 1990.

“A Modest Manifesto: Becoming Community Communications Centers,” Community Medi
Review [CMR], 1990.
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Advocacy Manual, National Federation of Local Cable Programmers; coauthor/editor, 1988.
"Access Wired Shut," New York Newsday, editorial, November 23, 1986.

"Public Access and Local Government: An Uneasy Relationship,"” Community Television
Review [CTR], 1986.

"Access and the 1984 Communications Act: What It Means for Access" Community
Television Review [CTR], Winter, 1985.

"Access and the Independent Producer, the Promise and the Dilemma," chapter in Original
Programming for Cable, Communications Press, Inc., Washington, D.C. 1983.

Management, Policy and Consulting

1987 to Present, Media Working Group. We undertake projects in organizational development
and design, fund development and grant writing, community and economic development and media
production, telecommunications planning and consulting, cable utilization programming and
services.

2001-2003, Conducted a participatory, community-wide research and education initiative focused
on creating a community-based digital media center in Asheville, and Western North Carolina;
report, “A Proposal for a Community-Based Media Development Center in Western North
Carolina.”

1994, May 1997, Tualatin Valley Community Access, Director of Education and
Operations, senior producer, strategic planning, operations management, curriculum design, and
implementation.

1992, Consulting and organizational development, for the Owen County Arts Council funded
by the Kentucky Arts Council.

1991, Designed cable arts access channel and media arts organizational structure for the
Owensboro Arts Council [Owensboro, Kentucky].

1989, Consulting and workshops with The Buske Group, Tucson, Arizona, carried out
planning and workshops for community programming restructuring arising from franchise
negotiations.

1988 to 1989, Acting Director Staten Island Community Television, full responsibilities for
the overall direction of the organization including production, training, planning, promotion,
outreach and local cable policy analysis.

1988, Desighed and Managed, “Sound-Art-Radio-Documentary,” a conference for radio and
audio artists funded by the Ohio Arts Council.

1986 to 1987, Associate for Communications Policy, Telecommunications Consumer
Coalition and the United Church of Christ, Office of Communication; responsible for
monitoring and analysis of national legislative and regulatory issues in communications policy,
(telephone, cable, broadcasting), planning and implementation of educational activities with
Congress, state and local regulatory bodies, staff assistance to National Council of Churches.

1984 to 1986, Founding Director, Cincinnati Cable Access Corporation, a franchisefunded
non profit organization responsible for programming, public education, planning and policy
implementation in the area of cable access and local communications policy; responsibilities
included membership building, organizational development, personnel policy and supervision,
contract negotiation, and liaison work with Cincinnati City Council, cable advisory body and Warner
Cable.
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1982 to 1984, Founding Director, [4C’'s] Campbell County Community Cable Access
Corporation, a community based non-profit corporation managing the local access television and
training resources of the Campbell County Cable Franchise.

1980, Member of the Franklin County Telecommunications Task Force, a planning body
studying the feasibility of creating a fivecounty telecommunications system, funded by the National
Telecommunications Information Administration, US Department of Commerce.

1981, Consulting, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Division of Continuing
Education; wrote telecommunications planning grant to the National Telecommunications
Information Administration on behalf of the University of Massachusetts and the National
Federation of Local Cable Programmers.

Fellowships and Awards

2003 National Science Foundation’s Informal Science Education Program for The Gender
Chip Project cross-platform documentary, curricula, public engagement campaign and website,
Executive Producer.

1999 Kentucky Educational Television Independent Fund for Coal Black Voices digital
documentary.

1997 Open Studio: The Arts On-Line Project, National Endowment for the Arts and the Benton
Foundation, to research, mentor and assist artists and arts organizations in their efforts to
understand and utilize the Internet.

1993, Al Smith Professional Development Award, Kentucky Arts Council.

1992, Berea College Fellowship for Appalachian Scholarship; fellowships to aid research with
“Cratis Williams: Living The Divided Life,” a documentary on the life of an Appalachian scholar,
folklorist, cultural historian, and balladeer.

1991, Kentucky Educational Television Independent Fund for docu-poem Sipiwi.

1990, Fulbright Fellowship for Television and Film Arts; worked on attachment to the BBC
Community Programme Unit, London; produced and directed documentaries for BBC2, OPEN
SPACE; researched British alternative television structures, conducted educational workshops on
cable television policy, Sheffield, Leeds, Nottingham.

1989, Southeast Media Fellowship, National Endowment for the Arts.

1988, Ohio Media Arts Arise award for Information Garden Manifesto video work, curated
by John Hanhardt of the Whitney Museum, funded by the Ohio Arts Council.

Professional Organizations

Member, Poetry House, New York, 2005.

AFCN, Association for Community Networking, 2005

CTCNet, Community Technology Center Network, 1996 to present

Alliance for Community Media, formerly NFLCP, 1979 to present.

Member and founding board director, Ohio Valley Regional Media Arts Coalition OVRMAC, 1980.
Member, National Association of Media Arts and Culture, 1984 to present.

Member, National Association of Independent Video and Filmmakers, 1982 to present.

National board member, National Federation of Local Cable Programmers, 1984 to 1987.
Founding board member of Kentucky Independent Video and Filmmakers, Inc., 1980.



Johnson, Curriculum Vitae

Cable Coordinator, Division of Telecommunications, Association of Educational Communications and
Technology, 1981 to 1982.



